New Nationwide Survey Finds Commitment to Gifted Learners Lacking
The United States is largely neglecting the estimated 3 million academically gifted and talented students who represent diverse experiences, skills, ethnicity, and cultural and economic backgrounds. The federal government’s support for gifted children now stands at 2 cents of every $100 invested in K-12 education.  All of these students require a responsive and challenging educational system if they are to achieve to their highest potential.  

South Dakota provides no state funding to support gifted education and relegates most decisions to the local districts, according to a new national report issued November 12, 2009.  The result of the state’s lack of commitment is a patchwork collection of policies and programs that vary greatly from district to district and that make gifted students highly vulnerable to annual local funding challenges.  “When compared to the surrounding states, South Dakota is the only state that provides no mandate or funding for gifted education.  In the past ten years since the decision by the South Dakota State Legislature to cut all funding for gifted education, individual school districts have been forced to make cuts or discontinue their programs entirely,” according to Rose Des Camps, president of the South Dakota Association for Gifted Children and gifted education teacher for the Aberdeen School District.
The findings are reflected in the 2008-2009 State of the States Report in Education by the National Association for Gifted Children and the Council of State Directors of Programs for the Gifted, which was released last week.  Overall, the report finds a fragmented collection of policies and practices that vary greatly between states and local districts and that are almost universally underfunded and under-resourced.

“At a time when other nations are redoubling their commitment to their highest potential students, the United States continues to neglect the needs of this student population, a policy failure that will cost us dearly in the years to come,” said Dr. Ann Robinson, President of the National Association for Gifted Children and Director of the Center for Gifted Education at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
“The solution to this problem must be a comprehensive national gifted and talented education policy in which federal, state, and local districts work together to ensure all gifted students are identified and served by properly trained teachers using appropriate curriculum,” Robinson added.

The ramifications of the nation’s underinvestment in gifted education is evidenced in many areas including continued underperformance on international benchmarks, particularly in math, science, and engineering, and in the shortage of qualified workers able to enter professions that require advanced skills.  The full report of the 2008-2009 State of the States Report in Education by the National Association for Gifted Children and the Council of State Directors of Programs for the Gifted can be viewed at www.nagc.org.
In closing, Des Camps adds, “Despite the dim findings of our state and national report, the South Dakota Association for Gifted Children remains optimistic that our political and educational leaders will recognize the important role these students will play in shaping the future of our state and nation and will begin working to correct these problems.”
